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The3rdCemraIMeeting行ortheEstabIishmento行ｔｈｅ
ＦｕｎｄａｍｅｎｔａＩＬａｗ汗ＯｒＢⅢakuLiberation

arenotyetsatisfactory． 

(4)Weneedtoaccelerateourmovementforthe 

establishmentofthelawbyfurtherbuildingup 

publicsupport､ＡｓｏｆＪａｎｌＯｏｆｔｈｉｓｙｅａｒ,wehad 

beengivenofficialsupportfroml8prefectures,９９０ 

１ocalgovernments，2,600,000signaturesfrom 

privatecitizens，and83signaturesfromuniversity 

presidents・Wehavealsostartedcollecting

signaturesfromDietmembers． 

(5)Themostimportanttaskistomakethemlearn 
thetruerealityofdiscriminationagainstBuraku 

Oneeffectiｖｅｍｅａｎｓｏｆｄｏｉｎｇｔｈｉｓｉｓｔｏｍａｋｅｕｓｅｏf 

thephoto-journalプ“Inochi，Ａｉ,Jinken,,'whichin‐
troducesrecentcasesofdiscriminationrevealedin 

marriage,employmentandderogatorygraffiti,ａｎｄ 

ｔｈｅｂｏｏｋ，“DiscriminationAgainstBurakuToday,,, 

whichincorporatestheresultsofa、ationwide

surveyofdiscriminationagainstBurakuandpublic 
awarenessoftheproblenL 

Afterthemeeting，ｔｈｅｐａrticipantsrequested 

signaturesfromtheDietmembersandaskedthem 

tonegotiatewiththeauthoritiesconcernedoverthe 
lssue． 

AnationalmeetingwasheldinTokyoonJan27 
torequesttheestablishmentofaFundamentalLaw 

forBurakuLiberationAmongthel,500par-
ticipantsfromvariousfieldswererepresentatives 
fromtheSocialistParty,theKomeito(CleanGovern-

mentParty)andtheDemocraticSocialistParty,ａｎｄ 

ｆｒｏｍｃompanies，religiousgroups，administrative 

bodiesandlaborunions・Thesedistinguishedguests
appealedfortheneedtoestablishthelaw・

AsummaryoftheKeynotespeechfollows： 

(1)Weneedtorequesttheestablishmentofthelaw 

inthestrongestpossibletermsduringthecurrent 
sessionoftheDiet,ｄｕｅｔｏｌａｓｔｕｎｔｉｌｔｈｅｅｎｄｏｆＭａｙ， 

sincethepresentinterimlawwillnolongerbeinef-
fectaftertheendofthisyear． 

(2)Asthel986budgetshows,thegovernmentistry-
ingtoimplementpolicieswhichignorethelifeofthe 

people・Ｔｈｉｓｂｅｃｏｍｅｓｃｌｅａｒｗｈｅｎｗｅｌｏｏｋａｔｔｈe

restrictionsandcutsinthebudgetsforwelfare， 

educationandagriculture，theriseinpublicutility 
rates,suchasthecostoftravelonJapaneseNational 

Railways,ｔｈｅｈｉｋｅｉｎｔｈｅｐｒｉｃｅｏｆｒｉｃｅ,andthelarge 

increaseindefenseexpenditure(approximately66 
percentuponlastyear)． 

(3)Despitethefactthatthisisthelastyearofthe 

presentlaw,ｔｈｅＤｏｗａｂｕｄｇｅｔｓａｗａｖｅｒｙｍｉｎｏｒｉＬ 

creaseofL8percent(214.5billionyen).Ｍｏｒｅthan 

９０percentofthatbudgethasbeenallocatedtopro‐ 
jectsforimprovingtheenvironment,suchasthecon‐ 

structionofhousing，schools，meetinghousesand 

localroadsThebudgetsetasideforsecuringjobs 
andeducationandthebudgetforenlightenment， 
whiChisnecessarytopromotetruepublicunderstandmg， 
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ActuaIConditionsinBⅢaIⅢcommunities（'1） 
、、

headings：HealthandLife；Work；Industry； 
Agriculture；Education；ElderlyandDisabledPeo‐ 
ple；ExperiencesofDiscrimination；Discrimination 
inMarriage;AwarenessofGeneralPublic・

Beginningwiththisissue,BLNewswilldiscuss 
thesefindingsinaseriesofinstallments． 

Inl986theBurakuLiberationResearchIn‐ 

stitutepublishedabookcalled“AChartedSurveyof 

BurakuDiscriminationToday,',whichisbasedon 

findingsfromsurveysconductedinvariouspartsof 

Japan 

Thefindingsaresetoutunderthefollowing 

（１）HeaIthandLife 

（a)Sicklypeople-twicetheaverage 
PercentageofSicklyPersons ％ 

U【

Theproportionof“sicklypeople'，asrevealedin 
thesurveyofBurakuminhealth（underthe 

categories“ratherweak,'，“sickly,'，“ｇｏｉｎｇｔｏ 

ｈｏＳｐｉｔａｌｒｅｑｕｌａｒｌｙ,，，“ｈｏｓｐｉｔａｌｉｚｅｄ，,ａｎｄ 

"bedridden,，)ｉｓ２３．２percent,nearlydoublethena‐ 
tionalaveragefigureofl26percenｔ（Healthand 

WelfareMinistry,1983)． 

Aprefecturalbreakdownshowsfiguresof402 

percent（Hiroshima)，３０．５percent（Kagawa)，２３．９ 

percent(Osaka),２２percent(Tochigi),l46percent 

(Kagoshima)andl33percent(Kyoto)． 

Allthesefiguresarehigherthanthenational 

averageThefiguresarealsohigherforwomenthan 
formen． 

NationalAverage（'983） 

’ 
ＴｏｔａＩ 

Ｍｅｎ 

Ｗｏｍｅｎ 

AllBuraku 

O984） 

|鰯.．

'蝋.．

OsakaBuraku 

O982） 

KyotoBuraku 
（1980） 

|蝋.，

|蝋．

TochigiBuraku 
（1984） 

KagawaBuraku 
O984） 

HiroshimaBu｢akuTotal 
O980） 

KagoshimaBwakuTotal 
（'983） （b)Lumbago,shoulderpain,gastroenteritiscom 

mon 
％ 

＊NationalHealIhSurvey，HealthandWelfareMinistry，１９８３ 

Ｔｈｅｆｉｖｅｍｏｓｔｃｏｍｍｏｎｄｉｓｅａｓｅｓａｍｏｎｇ 

Burakuminarethesameasthoseamongthegeneral 

population：highbloodpressure，lumbagoand 

shoulderpain，gastroenteritis，heartdiseaseand 

respiratorydisorder・

However，thereisasignificantdiffererencein 

frequencyHighbloodpressureiｓｔｈｅｔｈｉｒｄｍｏｓt 

commondiseaseamongBurakuminwhereasit 

ranksfirstamongthegenaralpopulationConverse‐ 
ly，lumbagoandshoulderpain，ｗｈｉｃｈｉｓｔｈｅｍｏｓｔ 

ｃｏｍｍｏｎｄｉｓｏｒｄｅｒａｍongBurakumin，ranksthird 

amongthegeneralpopulationGastroenteritis 
comessecondinthecaseofBurakuminbutfourthiｎ 

thecaseofthegeneralpopulation・

Ｔｈｅｓａｍｅｐａｔｔｅｒｎｃａｎｂｅｓｅｅｎｉｎｔｈｅｆｉguresfor 

individualprefectures・Thegeneralimplicationis

thatthevariousphysicaldisordersevidentamong 
Burakuminhavebeencausedbyhardphysicallabor 

inunstableconditions． 

（C)409blowerannualincomeandmonthlyliving 

expenses 

Theaveragehouseholdincomeperannumis 

4129millionyenforthegeneralpopulation，ｃｏｍ‐ 

２ 

､、、、、、
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paredwith2438millionyen(６０percentofthena‐ 

tionalaverage)forBuraku-thatis,adifferenceof 

l691millionyen・Thedisparityisoverlmillionyen

inthecaseofeveryindividualprefecturesurveyed 

Averagemonthlylivingexpensesare275,OOO 

yenforthegeneralpopulation，comparedwith 

l56,000yenforBuraku-inotherwords，adif 

ferenceofll9,O00yen 

Thismeansthatboththeincomeandexpen‐ 

ditureindicesforBurakuminhouseholdsarenearly 

40percentlowerthanthenationalaverage． 

Breakdownfiguresfordiseases 

ahighbloodpressure 

brespiratorydisorder 

Olumbagoandshoulderpain 

dgastroenteritis 

ecardiopathy 

ｉｏｔｈｅｒｓ 

ｃｄｅ ａｂ 

NationalAverage 

O983） 

ｃｄａｅ ｂ 

AllBuraku 

（1984） 

ｂ ｃｄａｅ 

OsakaBuraku 

O982） 
AverageAnnuaIHouseholdlnCOme 

（millionyen） 
２３４５ ｃａｄｅｂ ０ 

KyotoBuraku 
（1984） 

4.129 Average 

('983） 
('984） 

National 

AllBuraku 2.438 

ｃｄａｅｂ 

Ｋａｇａ ｗａＢｕｒａｋｕ 

Ｏ９８４） OsakaPrefecturalAverage 

（l980 
0sakaBurakuO982） 

3.800 

２．６７３ 

KyotoPrefecturalAverage 
（1979） 

KyotoBuraku（'984） 

３．９４７ ＰｅｒｃｅｎｔａｇｅｏｆＨｏｕｓｅｈｏｌｄｓｏｎＲｅｌｉｅｆ ＿二亡一

2.552 
HousehoIdsonRelief 

4．１７４ 
TottoriPrefecturalAverage 

O982） 
TottoriBuraku（'984） 

Average 
areMinistry,１９８２ 

Ｎａｔｉｏｎａ 

ＨｅａｌｔｈａｎｄＷｅｌ 2.699 2.699 2.699 

＄ 

＄ 

AIlBuraku（1984 KagawaPrefecturalAverage 
（'983） 

KagawaBurakuO984） 

２．９６０ ２．９６０ 

１．８７０ ､８７０ 

1 
1 

982） OsakaBuraku 

Ｎ KyotoBurakuO980 

(d)ProportionofHouseholdsonRelief 

８timeshigherinBuraku-
TottoriBuraku（1984） 

、

、

、Theproportionofhouseholdsreceivingrelief 
allowancesisl23percentamongthegeneralpopula‐ 

tion，ｃOmparedwith975percentforBuraku・

InKagawaprefecture，thefigureforBuraku 

risesashighas251percent,roughly20timesthena‐ 

tionalaverage・

ForBurakucommunitiesinotherprefectures， 

thefiguresarelO51percent(Osaka),９．６３percent 

(Kyoto),３．３percent(Kagoshima)ａｎｄ２３５ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔ 

(Tottori),allwellinexcessofthenationalaverage． 

BurakuO984） Ｋａｇａｗａ 

' 

’ 

983） KagoshimaBuraku 

０ ０ 5０ 

％ 

、
０

３ 

-１．２３ 

Ｕ、

Nｉ -9.75 
ＵＵ 

＝ -１０．５１ 
「Ｕ

-９．６３ 

Ｕ－J 

-2.35 

Ｕ､ 

-25.1 

’ 

、、、、、 -３３ 



趣 BＵＲＡＫＵＬｌＢＥＲＡＴＩＯＮＮＥＷＳ 

ＤｉｓｃｒｉｍｉｎａｔｉｏｎｉｎＥｍｐＩｏｙｍｅｎｔ Conspicuous 
､、

"RejectKoreansandBurakupeople，， 

tioninemploymentwasrevealedinOsaka，aplace 
wherewebelievedenlightenmenthadbeenmostsuc‐ 

cessfullypursuedWehavetomonitortheactivities 

ofemployersandtheadministrativeauthoritiescoL 
cerned 

Ｓｏｍｅｐｒｏｇｒｅｓｓｈａｓｂｅｅｎｍａｄｅｉｎｔｈｅａｔtemptto 

reformthediscriminatoryattitudeofcompaniesand 

corporationsthroughourenlightenmentmovement 

sincethepublicationofdiscriminatory“Buraku 
lists''emergedasaserioussocialproblemｉｎ１９７５． 

－Ｌａｓｔyear,however,anothercaseofdiscrimina‐ 

Sｕｍｍａｒｙｏｆｔｈｅｌｎｃｉｄｅｎｔ 

companyinthemarket.，,Hewouldn'ｔｈｅａｒｏｆａｒｅ‐ 

questfromtheteacherthatthecompanyreformits 
attitude 

AlthoughtheincidentoccurredinFebruary，ｉｔ 
ｗａｓｎｏｔｄｉｓｃｌｏｓｅｄｔｏｔｈｅｐｕｂｌｉｃｕｎtilsummer， 

becausetheteachersatthehighschoolfearedthatif 

itsurfaced，thecasewouldhaveadverseconse‐ 

quencesfortheschooL 

lnFebruaryl985,ateacheratahighschoolin 

Osaka,whoservedasastudents'counselor,visited 
acandywholesalercalled“San-esuCorporation,，,to 

applyforajobWhileansweringthequestionsofthe 
teacherconcerni､gtheemploymentofKorean 
students，arepresentativeofthecompanysaid 
withouthesitation：“Ｗｅｄｏｎ，thireapplicantsof 

foreignnationalityorofBurakuoriginasaprinciple 
sincewehavetotakeintoaccounｔｔｈｅｉｍａｇｅｏｆｏｕｒ 

PetitionFiIedtoProhibitDiscriminatoryLea行Iets

ＯｎＤｅｃ、２５，１９８５，theFukuokaPrefectural

FederationoftheBurakuLiberationLeaguefileda 

provisionaldispositionwiththeFukuokaDistrict 

CourttopreventAkiraNakamuraprintingand 

distributingleafletscontainingdiscriminatory 
statements、

Nakamuraboughtasecondhandhousein 

Fukuokaｉｎｌ９７７ａｎｄｆｏｕｎｄｏｕｔｔｈｅｆｏｌｌｏｗｉｎｇｙｅａｒ 
ｔｈａｔｉｔｗａｓｌｏｃａｔｅｄｉｎａＢｕｒａｋｕａｒｅａＨｅｆｉｒｓｔｃｏｍ‐ 

plainedtotheestateagentandthenbeganto 

distributeleafletswiththefollowingcontents 

aroundl983：“ＩｗａｓｓｈｏｃｋｅｄｔｏｆｉｎｄｏｕｔｔｈａｔＩｈａｄ 

ｂｏughtahouseinaBuraku…，,；“Iwouldneverhave 

ｂｏｕｇｈｔｉｔｉｆＩｈａｄｋｎｏｗｎｔｈｅｔｒｕｔｈ…,，；“Theagent 

shouldhavetoldthebuyerthetruth…，，；“Theagent 

madeaprofitbydeceivingthebuyersaboutthis 
fact…,，；“Ｉｄｏｎ'twanttoliveinaBuraku…，,；“Ihave 

beenmadeavictimbecausetheｒｅｉｓｎｏｇｕａｒａｎｔｅｅ 

ｔｈａｔＩｃａｎｌｉｖｅｉｎａBurakuwithoutsufferingfrom 

discriminationineveryaspectoflife，sincethe 

Japanesepeoplearegenerallyprejudicedagainstthe 
Buraku…,， 

Hisstatementsleavethereaderwiththeclear 

impressionthattheBurakuisnotaplaceforpeople 

toliveandservetoworsenpopularprejudiceln 

short，ｈｅｄｉｄｎ，ｔｗａｎｔｔｏｂｅｍｉｓｔａｋｅｎｆｏｒａ 

４ 
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Burakumin 

Nakamuradistributedthesediscriminatory 

leaflets-nearly50,000inall-aroundapartment 

complexesinFukuoka・TheTokyometropolitan

government（Nakamurawassti1lregisteredasa 
citizenofTokyoLtheFukuokaLegalAffairsBureau 

andtheFukuokaCitygovernmentdiscussedthe 

matterwithNakamuraonatleast23separateocca‐ 
sions,ｂｕｔｈｅｄｉｄｎ，ｔｓｈｏｗａｎｙｒｅｍｏｒｓｅａｔａｌｌ． 

Afterallthisprovedtobefutile，apetitionwas 

finallyfiledltcitesthefollowing:(1)theinflictionof 

mentaldistresswhichisincapableofcompensation； 

(2)Nakamura'sinsensitivitytohisproblematicpur‐ 

ｃｈａｓｅｏｆａｈｏｕｓｅｉｎａＢｕｒａｋｕａｔａｐｒｉｃｅlowerthan 

themarketvalue；（３）theviolationofcivilrights 

throughmassdistributionofdiscriminatoryleaflets； 

and（４）hisantagonismtowardeducationaland 

enlightenmentactivities． 

BⅢaIⅢLiberationResea化hers’ＣＯn行erenceⅧ

Japan.',Itwasacomparativesurveyofthewaythe 

legalsystemprovidesfortheeliminationof 

discriminationinthefollowingcountries：ｔｈｅＵＳＡ 

(theConstitution,theCivilRightsAct,“affirmative 

action，,)，Britain（theRaceRelationsActs),Ｗｅｓｔ 

Germany（Ａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｌ３０ａｎｄｌ３１ｏｆｔｈｅＣｒｉｍｉｎａｌ 

code),France(thel972ProhibitiveLawonRacial 

Discrimination),India（theConstitution，theCivil 

RightsProtectionLaw)ａｎｄＪａｐａｎＴｏｍｏｎａｇａｅｍ‐ 

phasizedthattheJapaneselegalsystemwasquitein‐ 

adequateinthisarea． 

The8thBurakuLiberationResearchers，ＣＯ､‐ 

ｆｅｒｅｎｃｅｗａｓｈｅｌｄｏｎＦｅｂｌ５－１６，withl80par-

ticipants､ＴｈｅａｃｔｉｖｉｔｉｅｓｏｆＢＬＲＩｏｖｅｒｔｈｅｌａｓｔyear 

werereportedandthedirectionofresearchforthe 

followingyearwasdiscussed． 

Ontheafternoonofthefirstday,theopeningad 

dressbySMurakoshi,directorgeneralofBLRL 

wasfoUowedbyguestspeechesfromtheBLLhead‐ 

quarters,theOsakaprefecturalofficeandtheOsaka 

municipaloffice･ 

ＴｈｅｆｉｒｓｔｒｅｐｏｒｔｗａｓｇｉｖｅｎｂｙＫ・Tomonaga，

secretarygeneralofBLRI,ｏｎｔｈｅｔｈｅｍｅｏｆ“Elimina‐ 

tionofdiscriminationinforeigncountriesand 

Ｔｈｅｇｅｎｅｒａｌｍｅｅｔｉｎｇｏｆｔｈｅ８ｔｈＢｕｒａｋｕＬｉｂｅ｢ation 
Researchers’Conference 

己回報

''''|'liiiillli 
５ 
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Next，MOhga,chiefoftheresearchsectionof 

BLRI,deliveredareportunderthetheme,“Astudy 

oftheobjectionstotheFundamentalLawfor 

BurakuLiberatiOnbａｓｅｄｏｎｔｈｅ‘nationalmerger 

theory'.，，、、

TheJapaneseCommunistPartyhasputforwarda 

"nationalmergertheory,，，whichassertsthat 

discriminationagainstBurakuhasbeendiminishing 

sincetheendofthePacificWar,whentheJapanese 

emperorsystemandthelandlordstructure，which 

constitutedtheconcretebasesofdiscrimination， 

werebrokenupFromthisstandpoint，theyargue 

thattheFundamentalLawisnolongernecessary 

Ohgacontendedthattheviewpointofthe 

JapaneseCommunistPartywasincorrectbecause 

theyignoredtheveryrealfactthatdiscrimination 

wasstillbeingpractisedinmanyformsinJapanese 

society・ＨｅｗｅntontosaythattheJCPstandpoint

wasthesameasthatofthepresentgovernment,and 

evenservedtosupporttheirpolicyofincreasingthe 

militarybudgetwhilecuttingthewelfarebudgeL 

Intheeveningsessionoftheconference,ａｓｅｃ‐ 

tionmeetingwasheld，dividedintofourgroups 

specializinginenlightenment，lawandadministra‐ 

tion，education，andhistoryandtheory・

Onthesecondday,thesefoursectionsexchang‐ 

edreportsoftheirrespectivediscussionsandOhga 

wounduptheconferencewiththefollowingsum‐ 

ｍary． 

(1)Weneedtopromotefurtherthemovement 

forenlightenmentandeducation．Ｔｏｄｏｓｑｗｅ 

ｓｈｏｕｌｄｆａｃｅｔｈｅｒｅａｌfactsofdiscriminationinpublic 

placesorschools，expandculturalactiVitiesonthis 

issue，andalsorequesttheparticipantsiｎｔｈｅｃｏｎ‐ 
ferencetolearnaboutthisissueforthemselvesin 

theirsociallives． 

(2)Thepresentgovernmenthasbeentryingto 
cuttheentirebudgetforsocialwelfarelnthesecir‐ 

cumstances，weshouldmakeclearthesignificance 

androleofaDowapolicywhichwillbringaboutthe 

developmentofademocraticpolicyasawholeand 

establishatheoreticalframeworkfortheimprove‐ 

ｍｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅｌｉｖｉｎｇｓｔａｎｄａｒｄｓｏｆａＵｏｆsociety． 

(3)WeshouldcriticizetheobjectionstotheFun‐ 

damentalLawforBurakuLiberationandappealto 
thepublicthatitisnecessaryandwillcontributetoa 

moredemocraticsociety． 

TmeHistoryo行ＢⅢaIⅢ（parts）

ＢｙＰｒｏｆｅｓｓｏｒＮｏｂｕａｋｉＴｅｒａｋｉ 
Ｓｔ､AndrewsUniversity（MomoyamaGakuin 

University） 

FeaturesoftheModemStatusSystem 

lnmedievalJapan,thestructureofthestatus 

hierarchywascomplexandstatusdistinctionswere 

notrigidlyfixed・

Themodernstatussystem，however，applied 
acrossthenationAlmostallthe300feudaldomains 

underthesｗａｙoftheShogunatewereorganizedin 
a“Ｓａｍurai-farmer-artisan-merchant-`eta'一`hinin，

(non-human)”pyramidTheregulationsgoverning 

statuswerelegallybinding 

Themostimportantfeatureofthesystemwaｓ 

thatcertainoccupationswereattachedtoeach 

status・Thesamuraisawtoadministrative,military

andjudicialaffairs・Thefarmers,ｏｆcourse,were

engagedinagriculture，theartisansinvarious 

crafts,andthemerchantsincommerce､Ａｍｏｎｇｔｈｅ 

ｔａｓｋｓｄｏｎｅｂｙｔｈｅ“hinin'，appeartohavebeenbeg‐ 

gars・

Inaddition,eachstatuswasassignedadifferent 

duty：samurai-militaryservice；farmers-taxpay‐ 

mentandotherservices;townspeople(artisansand 

Ｓ 
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merchants)-guardingthetown；‘`eta'’一execution

andpolicing；ａｎｄ“hinin”－menialpolicingfunc‐ 
tions． 

Itisnoteworthythateventhesamurai,therul 

ingclass,hadtofulfilcertainobligations． 

StructureoftheModernStatUsSystem 

tisanslivedinthesameneighborhoods・Thesamurai

kepttothemselves・Thefarmerslivedinvillageson

thecityoutskirts 

Arecordofoccupationsinoneofthedistrictsin 

theearlyMeijiperiod（aroundl872）also 

demonstratestheextenttowhichthelivesofthe 

merchantsandartisanswereintegrated 

Thisevidencesuggeststhattherewasnoclear 

hierachicaldistinctionbetweenmerchantsandar‐ 

tisans：theylivedtogetherandintermarriａｇｅｗａｓ 
ｃｏｍｍｏｎ． 

“Samurai-farmer-artisan-merchaｎｔ－`eta，－ 

`hinin'goestheorder・However，artisansandmer‐

chantswerebothtownspeopleandwereoften 

treatedinasimilarway・Townspeopleandfarmers
receivedsimilartreatementattribunals・Neither

classenjoyedanyspecialadvantageovertheother 
whenitcametotheverdicL 

Sothestatushierarchymaybemoreaccurately 
schematizedasfollows： 

Letmeillustratethisschemabycitｉｎｇａｎｅｘａｍ‐ 

plefromOsaka・Ａｎｏｌｄｍａｐｏｆｔｈｅｃｉｔｙｓｈｏｗｓｔｈｅ

ｄｉｓｔｒibutionofresidentialareas・Merchantsandar‐

RelationshipbetweenStatusandResidence 

ProfKiyoshilnoue，aleadingJapanese 

historian,ａｒｇｕｅｄｔｈａｔＥｔａｓｔａｔｕｓｉｎｔｈｅＥｄｏｅｒａwas 

characterizedbyathreefoldrestrictionimposedon 

itinrespectofstatus,occupationandresidence 
Ican'treallyagreewithhim・Itistruethat

residentialsegregationwasgovernedbyone's 

politicallydesignatedstatusorcasteinmostcases 

However,therewerenumerousexceptionsFor 
instance,morethanhalftheurbanpopulationｗｅｒｅ 

farmersofpeasantswhowereengagedin 

agricultureontheoutskirtsofthetownsTheywere 

not,ｏｆcourse,classifiedas“townspeople,',another 

castecategory,butａｓ“farmers/peasants，'Samurai， 

totakeanotherexample,did､'talwaysliveincastle 

townsSomeofthemlivedinfarmingvillages・

Ｖａriationsofthiskindexistedintherestrictive 

"fourclass，,castesystem． 

"LOwlyPeople，'（senmin） 

“Lowly,'wasacategoryimposedbytheregime 

andnotchosenbythepeoplesubjecttodisCrimina‐ 

tionItmeans“ｏｆlittle'，ｖａｌｕｅａｓｏｐｐｏｓｅｄｔｏ 

"nobleness,'，whichwasconsideredtobeaninherent 

characteristicofthe“nobility.，，Itismycontention 

thatthederogatoryadjective“lowly,,shouldbe 

replacedby“hisabetsu，，（"subjecttodiscriminat‐ 

ion.',） 

Itisverydifficulttogiveaprecisedefinitionof 

``HisabetsuBuraku，,“Burakusubjecttodiscrimina‐ 
tion.'，WeknowthattheLevelers，movementwas 

establishedbypeopleformerlyknownasEta 

Recently，however，peopleofadifferentoutcaste 

originarejoiningtheliberationmovement-in 

Hiroshima，forexamplelnToyamatoo，thereare 

Burakuconsistingofpeopleofstillanotheroutcaste 
●● 

orlgln・

Weshouldrememberthatoutcastesdｉｄｎｏｔｃｏｍ‐ 

priseonlyEtaandHinin;avarietyofclassifications 

existedundertheEdocastesystem・Ｂｕｔｈｅｒｅｌｗｉｌｌ

ｌｉｍｉｔｍｙａｎａｌｙｓｉｓｔｏＢurakuminofEtaorigin 
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