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DeIegationsSenttoEurope ＡＲｅｐｏＩｆｂｙａＢＬＬ 

couldｔａｌｋｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｗｉｔｈｐｅｏｐｌｅｆｒｏｍｔｈｅＵ.Ｎ・

HumanRightsCenterbutalsowithpeoplefromthe 

NGOwhowereattendingthesub-commission・We

learnedabouttheseriousdiscriminationinexistence 

andtheactivemovementagainstit・

ＩｎＦｒａｎｃｅｗｅｗｅｒｅａｂｌｅｔｏｍｅｅｔｐｅｏｐｌｅｆｒｏｍ 

ＭＲＡＰａｎｄｌｅａｒｎａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅｓｅｒｉｏｕsdiscrimination 

existinginthatcountrytoday・Underthesupervision

ofMRAP,wecouldtalktoconstructionandsanitaion 

workers，andalsoexchangeviewswithimmigrant 

laborersattheirsingledormitorylocatedjustoutside 

Paris・

InFrance，wehadtheopportunitytohavea 

friendlytalkwiththeFrenchHumanRightsLeague 

andtheInternationalFederationofHumanRights， 

ａｎｄａｌｓｏｌｏｄｇｅｄａｎａｐｐｅａｌｗｉｔｈＵＮＥＳＣOinorderto 

correctthepresentsituationinwhichtheTakahashi 

seniorhighschoolscholarships，ａｎｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔ 

ｃｏｍｐｏｎｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅＤｏｗａＴaisaku（IntegrationMea 

sures）policy,havedeclinedsharply 

lnEnglandwecouldexchangeviewswithpeople 

fromtheMinorityRightsGroup，theAnti-Slavery 

SocietyfortheprotectionofHumanRights,theInsti 

tuteofRaceRelations，AmnestyInternational，the 

Socialistlnternational，ｔｈｅＣｏｍｍｉｓｓｉｏｎｆorRacial 

EqualityandtheBangladeshYouthLeague 

AttheCommissionforRacialEquality,inpartic． 

Withtheaimoffurtheringthedevelopmentofan 

internationalcoalitionagainstdiscrimination,adele‐ 

gationfromtheBurakuLiberationLeaguewassentto 

EuropeforthreeweeksfromAugust22toSeptember 

ll，1987．ThedelegationwasheadedbyTatsukuni 

Komori,Secretary-GeneraloftheBLLCentralHead 

quartersKenzoTomonaga，Secretary-Generalof 

theBurakuLiberationResearchInstitute，andEiji 

Okada，SecretaryoftheCentralHeadquarters,were 

alsomembers 

Wevisitedfivecountries：Switzerland，France， 

England,EastGermanyandWestGermany、Wehad

theopportunitytoexchangeoｐｉnionswithmany 

peopleconnectedwiｔｈｔｈｅＵ.Ｎ・HumanRightsCen‐

terandwithseveralotherorganizationsineachcoun‐ 

trywhicharefightingagainstdiscrimination・

InSwitzerlandweattendedthesub-commissionof 

theU.Ｎ、MinorityProtectionagainstDiscrimina

tion，obtainingcredentialsfromＷＣＲＰ・Thereｗｅ
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Lookingbackontheachievementsofourdelega 

tiontoEurope，weintendtoexecutethefollowing 

assignments． 

（１）WewillreinforceoureffortStorealizethe 

establishmentofaU・N-registeredNGOwithaJapan

headofficeandwiththeeliminationofdiscrimination 

andtheentrenchmentｏｆｈｕｍａｎｒｉｇｈｔｓasitsobject、

Ｉｎｏｒｄｅｒｔｏｄｏｓｏ,ｉｔｉｓｎｅｃｅｓｓａｒｙｔｈａｔｔｈｅＢＬＬ,witha 

traditionof65yearssincethefoundingoftheZenkoku 

Suiheisha（NationalLevelersAssociation）andwith 

greatresourcesofpowerandinfluence，shouldcoop 
eratewiththeBurakuLiberationResearchlnstitutein 

performingthecentralrole・Ａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅ，ｗｅ

ｈａｖｅｔｏａｓｋｆｏｒｔｈｅｃｏｏｐｅｒａｔｉｏｎｆｒomallpeoplefight‐ 

ingdiscriminationthroughouttheworld 

（２）Ｗｅｓhouldimmediatelystartourprepara 

tionsforthe40thanniversaryoftheUniversalDecla‐ 

rationofHumanRightsnextyear、Inparticular,we

willmakeitoururgenttasktohaveJapanratifythe 

lnternationalConventionontheEliminationofAll 

FormsofRacialDiscriminationasearｌｙａｓｐｏｓｓｉｂｌｅ 

Ｗｅｓhouldalsostagethe2ndWorldCongressAgainst 

DiscriminationduringＨｕｍａｎＲｉｇｈｔｓｗｅｅｋｉｎＤｅｃｅｍ‐ 

berl988hereinJapaninordertopromotetheelimina 

tionofdiscriminationofeverykindthroughoutthe 

world 

Finally,ｗｅｗｏｕｌｄｌｉｋｅｔｏｅｘｐｒｅｓｓｏｕｒｇｒａｔｉｔｕdeto 

themanyorganizationsandpeopｌｅｗｈｏｇａｖｅour 

delegationsuchawarmandcordialreceptionand 

wouldliketorequesttheirstrongcooperationforthe 

future、

FollowingthedelegationtoEurope,anotherdele 

gationtoEuropeandAmericaheadedbySaichiro 

Uesugi，ChairmanoftheCentralHeadquatersofthe 

BurakuLiberationLeague,ｗｅｎｔｏｎａｔｗo-weekvisit 

fromSeptemberl3，1987．Weintendtoreportthe 

findingsofthisdelegationinthenextissue． 

ular，welearnedabouttheconcreteconditionsin 

whichpeoplewerewrestlingwithsuchissuesasthe 

EducationalDeclaration，adviceandreconciliation 

overgrievances,ｌａｗsuits,andanofficialenquiryand 
lq 

proposaltorewritethelawinordertoproperlyimple‐ 
menttheRaceRelationsAct・

ＩｎＢａutzenCityinEastGermany,ｗｅｃａｌｌｅｄｏｎｔｈｅ 

ｈｅａｄｏｆｆｉｃｅｏｆｔｈｅＤｏｍｏwinaAssociationofSorben 

people，theindigenousinhabitantsTheyinｔｒｏｄｕｃｅｄ 
ｕｓｔｏｔｈｅｗａｙｉｎｗｈｉｃｈｔｈｅｙｒespecttheirownunique 

language，cultureandeducationAndwecouldalso 
meetpeoplefromtheEastGermanＣｏｍｍｉｓｓｉｏｎｆｏｒ 

ＨｕｍａｎＲｉghts 

InWestGermany,weexchangedviewswiththe 

ZentralratdeutscherSintiundRoma,andstudiedtheir 

traditionalstonework,woodｗｏｒｋ,basketryandexhi‐ 

bitionsofrelicsfromtheNaziholocaust・Wewere

abletohaveafriendlychatwithWestGermanjour‐ 

nalistS 

WecansummarizethefindingｓｏｆｔｈｅＢＬＬｄｅｌｅ‐ 

gationtoEuropeunderthefollowingfiveheads-

（１）Wewereabletoinformpeopleconnecｔｅｄ 

ｗｉｔｈｔｈｅＵ.Ｎ，HumanRightsCenterandpeople 

belongingtomanyprivateorganizationsaboutthe 

existingstateofthehumanrightsinJapan,including 

theBurakuissue． 

（２）Wecouldgetholdofinformationaboutexist‐ 

ingseriousdiscriminationandtheｓｔａｔｅｏｆｈｕｍａｎ 

ｒｉｇｈｔｓｉｎｅａｃｈcountry，andalsolearnedabouttheir 

struggleagainsttheseproblemsfrommanypeople 

connectedwiththeU.Ｎ・HumanRightsCenterand

manyprivateorganizations． 

（３）Atpresent,ｗｅｄｏｎ，ｔｈａｖｅａｈｅａｄｏｆｆｉｃｅｏｆａ 

Ｕ.Ｎ・registeredNGOinJapan・Whenwetackledi

scriminationorhumanrightsproblems，ｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｉｎ 

ＪａｐａｎｂｕｔａｌｓｏｉｎＡｓｉａａｎｄOceania,ｗｅｎｅｅｄａＪａｐａｎ 

ＨｅａｄＯｆｆｉｃｅｏｆａＵ.Ｎ､-registeredNGO、Wewere

abletOinvestigatethisissue． 

（４）JapanmustratifythelnternationalConven‐ 

ｔｉｏｎｏｎｔｈｅＥｌｉｍｉｎａｔｉｏｎｏｆＡｌｌＦｏｒｍｓｏｆＲａcialDi‐ 

scriminationassoonaspossibleUponratification 

oftheconvention,thebiggestproblemwillbehowto 

reconciletheprohibitionofpropagandaforandincite‐ 

menttodiscriminationsetoutinthefourthclauseof 

theconventionwithfreedomofspeechWelearneda 

lotａｂｏｕｔｈｏｗｔｏｈａｎｄｌｅｔｈｉｓｉssue． 

（５）ＷｅｌｅａｒｎｅｄｔｈａｔｎｏｔｏｎｌｙｔｈｅＵ・Nbutalso

privateorganizationshavealreadystartedprepar‐ 

tionsforthe40thanniversaryoftheUniversalDecla‐ 

rationofHumanRightsnextyear． 

２ 



趣 BＵＲＡＫＵＬｌＢＥＲＡＴｌＯＮＮＥＷＳ 

LjtcmCZノIUoJ1IcU

IcouldnltWI'iteaLetteI’ 
、巳

(borninl930） 

IhardlywenttoschoolbecauseIhadtodo 

babysittingandotherthingstosupportmyfamily、

Ｗｅｗｅｒｅｖｅｒｙｐｏｏｒ・Icouldn`ｔｒｅａｄｏｒｗｒｉｔｅｆｏｒａ

ｌｏｎｇｔｉｍｅｕｎｔｉｌｒecently 

Sometwoyearsago，Ｉｗａｓａｓｋｅｄｔｏｗｒｉｔｅｍｙ 

ｎａｍｅ・Sincelwasilliterate,Ｉａｓｋｅｄｓｏｍｅｏｎｅｔｏｄｏｉｔ

ｆｏｒｍｅ・ＡＷＣｍａｎｎｅｘｔｍｅｓｃｒｉｂｂｌｅｄｍＩａｍａｆｏｏｌ，'ｏｎ

ａｐｉｅｃｅｏｆｐａｐｅｒａｎｄｓｈｏｗｅｄｉｔｔｏｍｅ・

Ididn'ｔｋｎｏｗｗｈａｔｗａｓｗｒｉｔｔｅｎｏｎｉｔ・Ibrought

ithomeandaskedmychildrｅｎｔｏｒｅａｄｉｔｆｏｒｍｅＴｏ 

ｍｙｓｕｒｐｒｉｓｅ，mychildrengotangryandsaid，《《Why

didn'ｔｙｏｕｓａｙｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇ？'，Ifeltashamedofbeing 

unabletoreaｄａｎｄｌｗａｓｓｏｍｉｓｅｒａｂｌｅｔｈａｔｍｙｅｙｅｓ 

ｗerefulloftears、Ｉｔｗａｓｒeallytoughtobeanilliter‐

ate． 

（《WhenIgettoreadandwritealetter，Ｉthought，

Iwilltalkback.”SoIbeganattendingtheliteracy 

clａｓｓｔｗｏｙｅａｒｓａｇｏＩｃａｎｒｅａｄｔｈｅＪａｐａｎese 

syllabarynow・Iwasalwaysfooledbefore，andl

haveworkedhardtostandfirmlｙｏｎｍｙｏｗｎｆｅｅｔ・

Nowlrecognizewhatdiscriminationis・

Iwillkeeponstudyingintheclass・Ｉｗｉｌｌｃｏｍ‐

mitmyselftotheliberationmovemeｎｔｔｏｅｎｄｄｉ‐ 

scriminationagainstpeoplelikeｍｅ． 

TheBurakuIite旧cymovement

Manyburakupeopleintheir40'ｓａｎｄ５０'swere 

unabletoreceiveevencompulsoryeducationinthe 

postwardaysduetopovertyanddiscrimination 

againstburakuminTheyremainilliteｒａｔｅｅｖｅｎｔｏ 

ｔｈｉｓｄａｙ 

Ａｓｔｈｅｂｕｒａｋｕｌｉberationmovementgrewinthe 

l96０，s,burakuliteracyprojectswereinitiatedwiththe 

collaborationofschoolteachersThefirstonestart‐ 

edinl963inFukuokaLiteracywasdefinednotjust 

asanendeavortolearｎｔｏｒｅａｄａｎｄｗｒｉｔｅｂｕｔａｌｓｏａｓ 

ａｐｒａｃｔicebywhichthelearnercriticallyｖｉｅｗｓｈｉｓｏｒ 

ｈｅｒｌｉｆｅａｎｄｔｈｅｄｉｓｃｒｉｍinationwoveninitsothe 

learneracquirestheperspectivetocopepositively 

withvariousprogramsforliberation 

Burakuliteracyprojectsareunderwayin292 

1ocalitiestody，andtheMinistryofEducationstarted 

toprovidesomefinancialassistanceinl982． 

Ｔ/ｔｅｃａｓｅｏ′ＫｉＭ〃ｃ〃ソｉ〃ＧＩ"zmaP7ef

WhyaCityAuthorityDeniestITeExistenceo行
Ｂｕｒａｋｕ 

Ｏfthe701ocalselfgoverningbodies(cities,towns 

andvillages）inGunmaprefecture,３８withBuraku 

districtswithintheiradministrativearealegally 

definethesedistrictsas《《DesignatedAreas.，，《《The

AreaDesignationforBuraku'，isanadministrative 

procedureaccordingrecognitiontocertainareasas 

Burakudefinedinthelawsprovidingforthevarious 

measuresforimprovement,andisthebasicprecondi‐ 

tionnecessarytobenefitfromalmostalltheDowa 

measuresprovidedfoｒｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕ 

ＹｅｔｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕｉｎＫｉｒｙｕＣityhaveneverbeen 

definedas《《designatedareas'’一ｅｖｅｎｔｈｏｕｇｈｉｔｉｓａ

ｆａｃｔｔｈａｔａｂｏｕｔｌ,OOOBurakufamiliesliveinthese 

districts 

TheexistenceoftheseBurakudistrictsisquite 

clearlyindicatedinmanyrecordsForexample,ｔｈｅ 

３ 
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ｍｉｎｕｔｅｂｏｏｋｏｆｔｈｅＣｏｕｎｃｉｌｆｏｒｔｈｅｌｍprovementof 

Slums（1912）ａｎｄ"ＴｈｅＹｕｗａ（Integration）Projects 

Yearbookofl926,”publishedbytheCentralYuwa 

ProjectsAssociationcarryarticlesdescribingthe 
KQ 

stateofaffairsintheseBuraku,aswellassuggestions 

andplansfortheirimprovement・

EvenafterWorldWarll,theKiryuCityadminis‐ 

trationhadontwooccasions-inl96３andl967 

submittedreportsonHamamatsu-choandtheeight 

otherBurakuｉｎｔｈｅｃｉｔｙｔｏｔｈｅＧｕｍｍａｐｒｅｆｅｃｔｕｒａｌ 

government,therebyclearlyrecognizingtheexistence 

oftheseBurakuThecityactuallyusedthefactto 

applyforspecialtaxallocationsfromthenational 

cofferforaperiodofsevenyearsｂｅtweenl964and 

l974，andwasgrantedandreceivedthesealloca‐ 

tions 

However，thecityadministrationmadeacom 

pｌｅｔｅＵ－ｔｕｒｎａｎｄｂｅｇａｎｔｏｄｅｎｙｔｈｅｅｘｉｓｔｅｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅｓｅ 

Ｂｕｒａｋｕａｓｔｈｅｙｗｅｒｅｏbligedtoimplementthespecial 

measuresprojectsfortheseBurakuwhentheLawon 

SpecialMeasuresforDowaProjectscameintoforce 

inl969，ａｎｄhadstoppedreportingtheirexistenceto 

GunmaPrefecturesincethen 

TheGunmaPrefecturalFederationoftheBuraku 

LiberationLeaguerepeatedlytriedtoorganizeits 

brancheｓｉｎｔｈｅｓｅＢｕｒａｋｕｉｎＫｉｒｙｕＣｉｔｙｓｉｎｃｅabout 

l969-withoutmuchsuccess，ｆｏｒｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕｔｈｅｒｅ 

wereundertheinfluenceofconservativeelements， 

andthemajorityofBurakupeopleinthecitywanted 

utobelefttothemselves”ａｎｄｓｈｏｗｅｄｎｏｄｅｓｉｒｅｔｏｂｅ 

ｏｐｅｎｌｙｉｄｅntifiedasBurakumin 

Theactuldiscrimination，however，continuedas 

usuaLForexample,noteventhecityofficialsdeny 

theｆａｃｔｔｈａｔｔhreeBurakuintheHamamatsu-choand 

Shimizu-choareasarelocatedinthemidstofwhathas 

longbeenknownasanescapeconduitforflood 

water-ataspotwherethecity'stworivers（Kiryu 

gawaandShinkawa）meet・Ｗａｔｅｒｆｒｏｍｔｈｅｔｗｏ

ｒｉｖｅｒｓｗｏｕｌｄｂｅｃｈanneledintothisareawhenevera 

floodthreatenedthecity・Ｓｏｉｔ'snoexaggerationto

saythat《《thehistoryofHamamatsu-chohasvirtually

beenthehistoryoffallingvictimtorepeatedfloods.” 

Thecityauthoritiesresponsibleforimprovingthis 

disastrousconditionignoredtheproblemandhave 

donenothingaboutit・

Inaddition，anumberofdiscriminatoryincidents 

involvingBurakuminhavebeenrevealedinthelast 

feｗｙｅａｒｓ：acaseofmarriagediscriminationiｎｌ９８２； 

adiscriminatorystatementmadebyamajorsewing 

machinecompanysalesman,aprivatedetectiveinves‐ 

tigatingintoBurakufamilyorigins,andanothercase 

involvingadiscri、inatorystatementinahospital-

alｌｉｎｌ９８５；thepublicationofadiscriminatoryarticle 

in《ｑＨｏｋｋａｎＳｈｉｍｐｏ,'，asmallcommunitypaper，ｔｈｅ

４ 
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discoveryofderogatorygraffitionthewallofapublic 

housingdepartmentinl986,ｅｔｃ 

ｌｎｌ９７２，ａｆｉｒｅｂｒｏｋｅｏｕｔｉｎｔｈｅｃｅｎｔｅｒｏｆｔｈｅ 

Ｈamamatsu-choBurakuarea，ｂｕｔｔｈｅｒｏａｄｗａｓｔｏｏ 
ｈ、

narrowtobringinthefireengines・Asaresult,sev‐

eralhouseswerelefttoburntocinders 

lnl984，ａｍｅｍｂｅｒｏｆｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕLiberation 

Leaguefound（IthesectionoftheShinkawariver 

floWingthroughtheBurakulookingaｓｉｆｉｔｈａｄｂｅｅｎ 

ｄｙｅｄ,”sinceithadbeenpollutedwithsomuｃｈｈｕｍａｎ 

ｗａｓｔｅＴｈｅｃａｕｓｅｏｆｔｈｅｐｏｌｌｕtionwasasewagepipe 

poUringwasteoutintotheriver・Thenegligenceof

thecitypublichygieneandsewageauthoritieswas 

appalling 

ThｅＫｉｒｙｕＣｉｔｙｂｒａｎｃｈｏｆｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕＬｉｂeration 

Leaguewasfinallyorganizｅｄｉｎｌ９８４，althoughwith 

only38membersatthestart・Itbegantonegotiate

withthecitytodosomethingaboutthesituationiｎｔｈｅ 

Ｂｕｒａｋｕ・Scholarsandotherpeopleconcernedalso

startedtocooperatewiththeLeague． 

Ｔｈｅcity，ｕｎａｂｌｅｔｏｄｅｎｙｔｈｅｅｘｉｓｔｅｎｃｅｏｆｔｈｅ 

Ｂuraku,ｂｅｇａｎｔｏａｄｍｉｔｉｔ,saying：MThereareBuraku 

inKiryu,butthereisnodiscrimination.'，Ｔｈｅｙstart‐ 

edreconstructionofthelongabandoneddikesand 

coveredthenotorioussewagepipewitharubberlid 

Aliberalmayorwaselectedinl987toreplaｃｅｔｈｅ 

conservativeincumbent，whohadheldofficeforl6 

years・ＨｅｓａｉｄＭｈｅｉｓｗｅｌｌａｗａｒｅｏｆｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕ's

existenceandthenecessityofDowaprojects,”and 

promisedMtodomoreforenlightenmentwork,taking 

intoconsiderationtheactualityofBurakulivingcon‐ 

ditionsandtheirculture，ａｓｗｅｌｌａｓｔｈｅｉｒｓｔatusin 

society.'， 

AlthoughthefactremainsthattheBｕｒａｋｕｉｎ 

Ｋｉｒｙｕａｒｅｎｏｔｙｅｔｌｅｇａｌｌｙｄｅsignatedas《Rareastobe

improved”ａｆｔｅｒｔｈｅｐａｓｓａｇｅｏｆｔｈｅＬａｗｆｏｒＳｐｅｃial 

BudgetaryMeasuresforAreaImprovementProjects， 

thegrowingpressureofthemovementforBuraku 

liberationiscertainlｙｂｅｉｎｇｆｅｌｔｉnKiryuCity． 

ReadersPage 

Ｗ７ｔツmeEmsio〃

ｔｏｔｈｅＢｕｒａＩⅢIssue AttitudeofjapaneseNewspapeIs 

dealtwiththeprobleminlastyear'sHumanRights 
WeekAnAsahieditoriａｌｏｆＤｅｃｅｍｂｅｒ４ｃｏｍｍｅｎｔｅｄ 

ｏｎｔｈｅｉｎｔernationalizationofhumanrightsproblems 

andthedevelopmentintheawarenessofhuman 

rightsButthiswasonlyageneralreferenceto 

humanrights,anditnevermentionedBurakuorother 

specificminorityproblemsMainichiwentafterthe 

issueofMijime'，（bullying）amongschoolpupilsin 

theDecember6editionandYomiuritookupthesame 

problemintheireveningleader・Sankeinevertou‐

chedthehumanrightsissueduringtheweek 

NotoneleadingpaperinJapanevermentioneda 

singlewordaboutthebiggesthumanrightsissuein 

thecountry-theBurakuissue 

ltisaneatablishedfactthatthenewspapersin 

Japan,notonlyonhumanrightsoccasionsbutinday‐ 

to-dayeditionsalso,evadeandrarelycarrystorieson 

BurakuaffairsWhydon'ｔｔｈｅｙｒｕｎｍｏｒｅａｒｔｉｃｌｅｓｏｎ 

ｓｕｃｈａｎｉｍportantissue？Thisreallymustbehardto 

Ｉｔｃｅｒｔａｉｎｌｙｉｓｃｏｍｍｏｎｋｎｏｗｌｅｄｇｅａｍongfor‐ 

eignerswhoareinterestedinandknowsomething 

aboutJapanesesocietythatthebiggesthumanrights 

problemhereistheissueofdiscriminationagainst 

Buraku・Theseforeignersquitenaturallypresume

thattheproblemisoftendebatedinthenewspapers 

andothermassmedia・

Butwhatisthereality？Take,ｆｏｒexample,the 

factthatwehaveinJapanaweekofeventssetaside 

asHumanRightsWeekinearlyDecembereveryyear・

ThemajorJapanesepapersvirtuallymakeitacustom 

tocarryeditorialstoremindandenlightentheir 

readersonthesignificanceofotherannualoccasions， 

suchasChildren'ｓＤａyorRespect-for-the-AgedWeek 

Therefore,onewouldnaturallyassumethateditorials 

ontheimpOrtanceofHamanRightsWeekwouldbe 

carriedinthesepapersinDecember・

Let'shavealookathowthefourleadingnational 

dailypapers-Asahi,Mainichi,YomiuriandSankei-

５ 
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understandforpeoplefromothercountries,wherethe 

principalroleofjournalismistofocusonandengage 

inaconstructivecritiqueofcontemporarysocial 

problemS 

Oneofreasonsisthatthejolimaliststhemselves 

arestillsoakedinadiscriminatorymentality、

SchoollessonsonDowaeducation,whichpresentchild 

renwiththetruｔｈａｂｏｕｔｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕ,haveonlybegun 

recent]y・Eveninthecaseofthosejournalistswho

havegonethroughit，theirknowledgeaboutthe 

Burakumaybequiteinsufficient・Thegreatmajor‐

ityofjournalistsactiveatthemomentarestill 

trappedtosomeextentｉｎａｓｅｎｓｅｏｆdiscrimination， 

andtherootsoftheirprejudiceagainstBurakuminlie 

deepAlthoughtheyknowthattheBurakuissuelies 

attheverycoreofJapanesesociety,theytrytogetby 

withoutmentioningitifpossibleFortheyare 

stronglyobsessedwiththeidea：《Burakuminare

recklesspeople・Ｙｏｕｎｅｖｅｒｃａｎｔｅｌｌｗｈａｔｔｈｅｙａｒｅ

ｇｏｉｎｇｔｏｄｏｔｏｙｏｕ.” 

Anothermajorreasonisthatnoreaderwillever 

fileacomplaintwiththｅｐｒｅｓｓｉｆｔｈｅｙｆａｉｌｔｏｂｒｉｎｇｕｐ 

ｔｈｅＢｕrakuissue・ThemajorityoftheJapanese

publicｈｏｌｄｓｕｃｈｉｄｅａｓａｓ：《《ThingsliketheBuraku

problemdon'texistanymore'，；《《Eveniftherearesuch

problems,theyareveryrarethesedays''；ｏｒ《Ｌｅａｖｅ

ｔｈｅｉｓｓｕｅａｌｏｎｅｌｔｗｉｌｌｇｏａｗａｙｉｆｗｅｄｏｎ'tmakea 

bigfuss.”Thereadersorthepublicingenera］also 

don'ｔｗａｎｔｔｏｍｅｎｔｉｏｎｔｈｅｆａｃｔｔｈａｔｎｏｏｎｅwillcriti‐ 

cizethepressiftheydon'tcarryasinglelineaboutit・

Reporterscompeteforstories,ａｎｄｓｏｉｆｔｈｅｙｍｉｓｓ 

ａｓtorythatalltheotherpapersarecarrying-for 

instance,someparticularmovebyamajorfactionin 

therulingLiberalDemocratiｃｐａｒｔｙ－ｔｈｅｙｗｉｌｌｂｅ 

ｂａｗｌｅｄｏｕｔｂｙｔheireditor・Ｂｕｔｎｅｖｅｒｉｎｔｈｅｃａｓｅｏｆ

ｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕｉｓsueOnthecontrary,evenifonepaper 

doescarryanextraｓｔｏｒｙｏｎｔｈｅＢｕｒａｋｕ，noone 

regardｓｉｔａｓａｓｃｏｏｐ,andtheotherpapersdon'tfeel 

theyhavebeencaughtout、

Besides,ittakesacertainamountofdetermina‐ 

tionforareportertodecidetowriteabouttheBura‐ 

ｋｕＢｅｃａｕｓｅｈｅｈａｓｔｏｅｎｃｏｕｎｔｅｒｈｉｓｏｗnawareness 

ofthediscriminationlongrepressedwithinhimself 

andhaｓｔｏａｎｓｗｅｒｉｔｉｎｓｏｍｅｗａｙ,whichisnotaneasy 

thingtodo・MostJapanesejournalistsareratherhot

onhumanrightsissues・Theyrespondquitesharply

onsuchissuesasapartheidinSouthAfrica，thecivil 

rightsmovementsofAmericanblacks，ａｎｄwhat's 

happeninginmanycountriesruledbyjuntas・Ｂｕｔａｌｌ

ｔｈｅｓｅｔｈｉｎｇｓａｒｅｇｏｉｎｇｏｎｉｎｐlacesfarfromJapan 

Nothingislikelytohappenandboomerangbackonto 

ｈｉｍｉｆｈｅｈａｓｃｈｕｒｎｅｄｏｕｔｓｏｍｅｇｅｎｅｒａlizationalong 

theusualguidelines、

DiscriminationagainsttheBuraku，however，is 

rootedsodeeplyeverywhereinJapanesesocietythat 

youneverknowwｈｅｎａｎｄｗｈｅｒｅｙｏｕ，llcomeacrossit・

Ｔａｋｅ，forinstance，ｔｈｅｃａｓｅｏｆａｗｅｄｄｉｎｇ：itwillbe 

extremelydifficultforapersonｔｏｄｏｗｈａｔｈｅｗａｎｔｓｉｎ 

ｔｈｅｆａｃｅｏｆｂitteroppositionfromhisparents， 

brothers,superiorsandlongtimefriends、Toreflect

uponandwriteseriouslyaboutdiscriminationagainst 

Buraｋｕｉｎｔｈｉｓｃｏｕｎｔｒｙｃａｎｒｅａｌｌｙｂｅｔｈｅｍostpainful 

anddepressingthingtoattempt・

Therehavebeentrendsinsomesectorｓｏｆｔｈｅ 

ｍａｓｓｍｅｄｉａｔｏｔｕｒｎｔｈｅｃｌｏｃkofliberationbackwards 

eversincetheannouncementofthestatementofthe 

Government'sCouncilonArealmprovementProjects 

lastyear・Ｏｎｔｈｅｏｔｈｅｒｈａｎｄ，itisfortunatethat

journalistswhokeeptryingsteadilytowritestorieson 

theissuearedefinitelyontheincreaseHuman 

RightsWeekwillco、eroundagainthisDecember・

Ａｎｄｔｈｅｐａｐｅｒｓａｒｅｓｕｒｅｔｏｃａｒｒｙａｒｔｉclesandeditori 

alsonhumanrightsissues・Ｈｏｗｍａｎｙｏｆｔｈｅｍｗｉｌｌ

ｃｏｍｅｏｕｔａｎｄｍｅｎtiontheBurakuissueoutright？ 

(１１０ 
､『
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ＯｎｔｈｅｌｍｐＩｅｍｅｎｔ 

ｏ価ｈｅｌＭｅｍａｔｉｏｎ

ＨｕｍａｎＲｉｇＭｓＵ〉

ｌｍｐＩｅｍｅｎｔａｔｉｏｎｉｎＪａｐａｎ 

ｌＭｅｍａｔｉｏｎａＩＣｏｖｅｎａｎｔｓｏｎ 

（b)Therealreadyexistsome20conventionsand 

treatiesconcerninghumanｒｉｇｈｔｓｉｓｓｕｅｓｉｎｔｈｅＵ．Ｎ・

arenaaloneJapanhasonlyratifiedsevenof 

them・・・ｌ３ａｒｅｙｅｔｔｏｂｅｒａｔｉｆｉｅｄ・Inparticularneed

ofurgentactionbyJapanisratificationoftheCon‐ 

ventionontheEliminationofAllFormsofRacial 

Discrimination,ｔｏｗｈｉｃｈｌ２４ｏｆｔｈｅｌ５９ｍｅｍｂｅｒｃｏｕｎ‐ 

triesoftheUnitedNationsarealreadystateparties 

Thisrequiresespecialemphasisinthelightofthe 

raciallydiscriminatorystatementbyformerPrime 

MinisterNakasoneaboutblacks，PuertoRicansand 

otherHispanicsintheUnitedStates． 

（c)WhilｅJapan'smilitaryexpenditurehasseenan 

annualincreaseofalmostlOpercent,thegovernment 

iscuttingdownthebudgetforwelfareandeducation． 

（d)Evensomeofthepoliticianswhohaveheld 

cabinetpostsarenowbrashenoughtoopenlydeny 

Japan'sresponsibilityfortheinvasioncarriedoutin 

WoｒｌｄＷａｒｌＩ． 

（e)ForeignersseekingjobsinJapanareonthe 

increase；theyaretotallydeprivedofbasicworkers， 

rightsandrarelypaiddecentwages・Thenumberof

foreignstudents,inparticularthosefromAsiancoun‐ 

tries，ｉｓｒｉｓｉｎｇｔｏｏＢｕｔｔｈｅｙ，ｉｎturn，areforcedto 

enduredifficultiescausedbythehighyenexchange 

rateandthearrogantattitudeoftheJapanesetoward 

peoplefromAAcountries． 

（f)Urgentlegislationonthenationallevelto 

ensuretheprotectionofpersonalprivacyiscalledfor 

alongtｈｅｌｉｎｅｓｒｅｃｏｍｍｅｎｄｅｄｂｙｔｈｅＯＥＣＤｉｎl98L 

Areductioninthelongworkinghours，atargetof 

stronginternationalcriticism,mustbeachieved,along 

withtheimprovementofotherworkingconditions． 

1．Introduction 

（a)EightyearshavepassedsincetheInternational 

CovenantsonHumanRightscameintoeffectinJapan 

onSeptember21,1979． 

（b)Duringtheseeightyears,ｔｈｅｍovementforthe 

eliminationofdiscriminationandtheentrenchmentof 

humanrightshassurgedforwardwithremarkable 

progressbothathomeandabroadJNevertheless， 

therearemanyproblemsstillconfrontingus． 

（c)Thenextyear,1988,willmarkthe40thanniver‐ 

saryoftheUniversalDeclarationｏｆＨｕｍａｎＲｉｇｈｔｓ， 

andweshallcommemoratethesignificanceofthis 

occasion・ＮｏｔｏｎｌｙｗｉＵｗｅｃｏｍｍｅｍｏｒａｔｅｔｈｅｙｅａｒ，

bｕｔｗｅｓｈａｌｌｂｅｒｅｑｕｉｒｅｄｔｏｐｕｔｉｎａｎｅｘｔｒａｅｆｆｏｒｔｔｏ 

ｗｏｒｋｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅalizationoftheprinciplesintheInter‐ 

nationalBillofHumanRights． 

２ＨｕｍａｎＲｉｇｈｔｓＰｒｏｂｌｅｍｓｉｎＪａｐａｎ 

Unlikeitsstruggletobecomeamajorworld 

economicpower,Japan'sprogressinthehumanrights 

fieldhasbeenveryslowindeedThemajorissuesof 

todayareasfollows： 

（a)JapandidnotgivefullratificationtotheInter‐ 

nationalCovenantsonHumanRights、Shewithheld

ratificationoftheOptionalProtocoLAndthree 

clausesintheCovenantonEconomic，Socialand 

CulturalRights・・・thoseconcerningremunerationfor

holidays，therighttostrikeandtheintroductionof 

freehighereducation・・・arestillpending・The

earliestpossibleimplementationoftheseisanurgent 

necessity． 

７ 
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FCI'eignStudentsInaHumanRigMsDe行icitN乱ion
BｙＴａｋｕｍｉＵｅｄａ（DietmemberandVice-presidentofBLL） 

〈｡

ＦｏｒｅｉｇｎＳｔｕｄｅｎｔｓａｎｄｔｈｅＨｉｇｈＹｅｎ 

ＴｈereisaTaiwanesepresidentofcompａｎｙｉｎ 

ＴｏｋｙｏｗｈｏｍｌｈａｖｅｋｎｏｗｎｆｏｒｌＯｙｅａｒｓｎｏＷＴｈｉｓ 

ｓｕｍｍｅｒｈｅｔｏｌｄｍｅｔｈａｔｆoreignstudentsareexperien‐ 

cingdifficultiesbecauseofthestrongyenIimmedi‐ 

ａｔｅｌｙｇｏｔｉｎｔｏｕｃｈｗｉｔｈａｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｆｏreignstudents 

andsponsoredameeting,whichwasattendedbyMs 

Doi，headoftheJapanSocialistParty，alongwith 

studentsformSouthKorea，ｔｈｅPeople'sPepublicof 

China，Indonesia，Malaysia，ThailandandGhanal 

learnedfromthediscussionsatthemeetingthatthｅｙ 

ｈａｄｔｏｐｕｔｉｎｈｏｕｒｓｏｆｐａｒｔ‐timeworkeverydayto 

supportthemselves・Ｔｈeyhardlyhadanytimeleftto

study・

Itwasnotjustaquestionoffinance：prejudiCe 

anddiscriminationagainststudentsfromAsiaand 

Africawerealsoraisedasseriousissues、Theyhad

hardlyexpectedtoencountersuchexperienceswhen 

comingtothisadvancedindustrializednationcalled 

Japan 

AccordingtotheEducationMinistry'sstatisics， 

thereweresomel8,O00foreignstudentsinJapanasof 

Mayl9861fweincludeforeignstudentsstudyingin 

miscellaneouseducationalinstitutionsandJapanese 

languageschools,thefigureexceeds25,ＯＯＯＳｏｍｅ８７ 

ｐｅｒｃｅｎｔｏｆｔｈｅｍａｒｅｆｒｏｍＡsiancountries，ｓｕｃｈａｓ 

ＰＲＣ，Taiwan，SouthKorea，thePhilippinesand 

MalaysiaOnly3,OOOofthemareofficiallyfundedby 

Japanesegovernmentintheformofscholarshipsand 

tuitiongrants・Ｓｔｕｄｅｎｔｓｍａｋｉｎｇｉｔｏｎｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎｈａｖｅ

ａｈａｒｄｔｉｍｅ、Thereareonly200slotsforscholarships

availablefor“privatefund'，students・

ComparedtoJapanesestudents,whoarefreeto 

enjoytheircollegelife，theseunfundedforeignstu 

dentshaｖｅｔｏｓｐｅｎｄｔｈｅｉｒｔｉｍｅｃｏｍｍｕｔｉｎｇｂｅｔween 

theircoUegesandpart‐timeworkplaces． 

Thevastmajority,over90percentofstudentsfrom 

AsiaandAfricagetrejectedwhentheylookfor 

apartmentSItisalreadynineyearssincetheInter‐ 

nationalCovenantswereratifiedstipulatingfor 

instance，equalitybetweenforeignersandJapanese， 

ｂｕｔｔｈ“NoForeignersWanted'’policyisstillwidely 

practicedManystudentscomplainthatrealestate 

agentsaskforguarantorsanddeposits・Femalestu‐

dentsfeelangrywhensomearemistakenaspros‐ 

titutesorso-called“Japayuki-san，'（“girlscomingto 

Japan.,'） 

JapaneseHumanRightsStandardQuestioned 

PrimeMinisterNakasonerevealedinJunel986a 

schemetoincreasethenumberofforeignstudentsto 

bereceivedinJapantolOO,000bytheyear2000 

Concurrently,theMinistryofEducationisplanningto 

createanewhousingsubsidysystemforforeignstu 

dentｓｏｎｐｒｉｖａｔｅｆｕｎｄｓａｎｄｔｏｅｘｅｍｐｔｔｈｅｍfrom35 

percentofthetuitioncostsatprivateuniversities・

Whethertheseschemeswillbesufficientlybudgeted 

ornot，however，isanotherquestion 

Japanisexpectｅｄｔｏｐｌａｙａｎｉｍｐｏｒｔａｎｔｒｏｌｅｉｎ 

ＡｓｉａＨighexpectationsareplacedonJapanbeing 

generousinitseffortstowardcooperationwithneigh‐ 

boringcountries・ＴｈｅｂｕｌｋｏｆＪａｐａｎ'ｓｔｒａｄｅｉｓｃｏｎ‐

ductedwithAsiannations,andtheirfutureleadersare 

nowstudyinginJapan．“HowcanJapanaccomodate 

moreforeignstudentswithouteliminatingprejudice 

againstAsianpeople？，，“Wherecanwestaywhen 

therearenotenoughdormitoriesforstudentsand 

urbanhousingproblemsareleftunattended？”“Ｉｔｉｓ 

ｈａｒｄｌｙｐｏｓｓｉｂｌｅｆｏｒｕｓｔｏｓｔｕｄｙunlessgrantscholar‐ 

shipsareoffered”Thesevoicesofcriticismpoignant‐ 

lyilluminatetheproblemsthatexiｓｔｉｎＪａｐａｎ… 

deep-seatedprejudiceagainstAsians,poorhousing 

conditionsandlackofpublicsupportforeducational 

expenses・ＴｈｅＲｅｖ・JesseJackson，ａＵ・S

presidentialcandidate，characterizedJapanasa 

"humanrightsdeficitnation''whenhevisitedJapan 

lastyear・StudentsfromAsiaandAfricaareona

goodwillmissioninvariouspartsofthecountry 

StanｄａｒｄｓｏｆｈｕｍａｎｒｉｇｈｔｓｉｎＪａｐａｎａｒｅｎｏwunder 

closescrutinyasthecountryundergoesrapidinter‐ 

nationalization． 

“NoForeignersWanted'，StillPrevalent 

Thefirstdifficultythatincomingforeignstudents 

encounｔｅｒｉｓｈｏｕｓｉｎｇＴｈｅｒｅａｒｅｏｎｌｙａｂｏｕｔｌ,O00 

dormitoriesfortheｍｉｎｔｈｅｗｈｏｌｅｏｆＪａｐａｎＭｏｓｔ 

ｈａｖｅｔｏｓｅarchforprivateapartments、Ｉｔｉｓａｌｍｏｓｔ

ｉｍｐｏｓｓｉｂｌｅｔｏｆｉｎｄａｎａｐartmentwitharentbelow20， 

O００ｙｅｎａｍonth…theirmaximumlivingexpenses 

mustbekepｔｂｅｌｏｗ４０ｔｏ５０ｔｈｏｕｓａｎｄｙｅｎａｍｏｎｔｈ． 


