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BURAKULIBERATIONRESEARCHINSTITUTE 

1-6-12,Kuboyoshi,Naniwa-ku,OsakaCity,Ｓ記Japan・
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-BLLNationalComention‐ 
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ＴｈｅS1thNationalConventionofthe 

BLL(Chaiman,MI3SaichiroUesugi）was 

heldatKyushuKoseiNenkinHallinKita-
KolKura-ku，Kita-Kyushu，FukuokaPref 
fromMarch2toMarchS・Ｓｏｆａｒ，BLL

movementhasachievedremarkablesuccess 

iniInprovingtheinferiorsituationsinthe 
Burakuthroughadministrativeactions・On

theotherhand，theparticipantsfrankly 

admittedthenegativefactthatthebasic 

policyoftheBLL(BulakuLiberationisthe 

targettoachieveandenterprisesarethe 

meanｓｆｏｒｉｔ）hasbeenreversedinorder， 

resultinginsuchevilsasalackofprinciples 

andbossycontrolbytheleaders・Ａｎｅｗ

ｍｏｖｅｍｅｎｔｐｏｌｉｃｙｐｌａｎ，includinga 
fundamentalrevisionoftheformand 

oIganizationisgoingtobedeVeloped 

Aboveall，ａｂｉｇｃｈａｎｇｅｗａｓｓｈｏｗｎｉｎ 

ｔｈｅｍｏｖｅｂｙｔｈｅＢＬＬｔｏｎｏｌｏｎｇｅｒｒｅｌｙｏｎ 

ＩＩＳｏｃialDemocraticPartyorientediIsupport 

buttoplacehigherregardtoagreements 

withindividualpoliticianswhounderstand 

andsupporthumanrightsissues・Thiswould
indeed,beadrasticturnover,sincethatthe 

ｏｒｇａｎｉｚａｔｉｏｎｈａｓｓｅｎｔｓｏｍｅＳｏｃｉａｌ 

ＤemocraticPartymemberstotheDiet・

ApproximatelyfifteenhuMred 

delegatesparticipatedintheNational 
ConventionGuestsincludedFUkuokaPref． 
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ＤｅｍｏｃｒａｔｉｃＰａｒｔｙｕｐｔｏｎｏｗｉｓｔｏｂｅ 

ｃｈｅckedandthepresentPlatfomtobe 

revisedAmongthefactorsrelatedtothese 

changesarethefactthattheywillnolonger 
demandtheextensionofthe1Lawon 

SpecialMeasuresiwhichhasbeenthecore 

oftheenvironmentalimprovementinDowa 

districts,andtheemergenceoftheCoalition 

Governmentafteｒｔｈｅｃｏｌｌａｐｓｅｏｆｔｈｅ１ＳＳ‐ 

politicalsystemTheHosokawaCoalition 

Governmentwasgivenhighestimationby 

theBLL,especiallyonhumanrightsissues， 

asitwashopefullythoughttohavemore 

possibilitiesthanthefonnergovernment・

ILookingfromtheviewpointofwhatwe 
willhavetheHosokawaGovernｍｅｎｔｄｏｆｏｒ 

ｕｓ１,theydeclared 

ThepresentP1atform，ｗｈｉｃｈｗａｓ 

ｅｓｔａｂｌｉｓｈｅｄｉｎｌ９別，isfirmlyinlinewith

theideologicalpointofviewthatthe 

BuralmLiberationshouldrealizethrough 

libeIationstruggleswiththelaborerclassas 
thecorc 

Ontheotherhand，takingintoaccount 

internationaltreatiesonhumanrights， 

includingtheUniversalDeclaratiｏｎｏｆ 

ＨｕｍａｎＲｉｇｈｔｓ，InternationalCovenantson 

HumanRights，andthelnternational 
ConventionontheEliminationofAllForms 

ofRacialDiscrimination，ｔｈｅｐｒｏｐｏｓｅｄ 

Ｐｌａｔｌｂｒｍｉｓｍａｄｅｕｐｏｆａnewlycreated 

liberationtheorywiththeviewpointthat 
1iBurakuliberationisanationaltaskforall 

people'１．Thedraftwillbepreparedby 

Septemberl994bytheiSub-Committeefor 

ReviewingPlatformandRegulationsiand 

willbeadoptedattheNationalConvention 

nextyea正

GettingridofadependencyontheLaw 

onSpecialMeasuICs,andshiftingthecourse 

toawiderrangemovementaimingfora 

GovernorOkudaandrepresentativesfrom 

theSocialDemocraticParty,theKomeito， 

theDemocraticSocialistParty，ａｎｄｔｈｅ 

ＪａｐａｎＮｅｗＰａｒｔｙＭ正Uesugi,thechaiman

oftheBLLgaveaspeech,IiThethildphase 
oftheBurakuLiberationMovementisin 

transitionfromcreationtoimplementation． 

InthisstagewemustclarifywhatisMl-

fledgedliberationandwhatconditions 
shouldbeattainedforit、Therelevant

problemishowwedefinethechaIacteristics 

ofourOrganization'１．Heindicatedthatthe 

revisionofthePlatformandRegulations 

wasalreａｄｙｕｎｄｅｌｗａｙ 

ＡｓｆｏｒｔｈｅｒｅａｓｏｎｗｈｙｔｈｅＢＬＬｇａｖｅ 

ｂａｓｉｃｓｕｐporttotheHosokawaCoalition 

Government，heexplainedthatthat 

governmenthadmorepossibilitiesfor 

enactingthe1BILofaFundamentalLawfor 
BurakuLiberation1thantheformer 

government・ConcerningtheiSocial

Democrats-oriented1support，heindicated 
thatthefundamentaliｂｒｍｕｌａｏｆｅｌｅｃｔｉｏｎ 

ｓｔｍｇｇｌｅｗａｓｔｏｂｅｒｅｖｉｓｅｄ１１Ｗewilldecide 

towhomwegiveourrecolnmendationsand 

support，ｄｅｐｅｎｄｉｎｇｏｎｔｈｅｐｏｌｉｃｙ 

ａｇｒｅｅｍｅｎｔｓbetweentheindividual 

politiciansandourselves，takinginto 

considerationthecooperativerelationships 

withIespectiveparties11． 

ＣＯ"Ⅲe〃

Theproposedplansforthenew 

movemｅｎｔｐｏｌｉｃｙｍａｙｂｅｉｎｌｉｎｅｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｉｒ 

ｍｏｔｔｏ，ＩＴｈｅＡｇｅｏｆＵｐｈｅａｖａｌａｎｄ 

Ｒｅｎｏｖａｔｉｏn-BreakingthroughtheThird 
PhaseofBurakuLiberationMovement1・Ｙｅｔ

ｔｈｅｙａｌｓｏｍｅａｎｔｈａｔｔｈｅＢＬＬｉｓｇｏｉngto 

drasticallychangeitscourse：ｆｏｒexample， 

theextensivesupportgiventotheSocial 

２ 
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moICindependentliberation,isexpectedto 

elevatetheimageoftheolganizationandto 

promoteajointStrugglewithneighboring 
communitiesoutsidetheBuraku11Some 

membersorbranclleshavemistakenlytaken 

forgIantedthefactthatthemovementhas 

beenprotectedbythelawforaquarter 

centurｙ（IAchievementsandde化cts1)．As

this，however，ｉｓｔｈｅｇｅｎｅｒａｌｖｉｅｗｈｅｌｄｂｙ 

ｍｏｓｔＢＬＬｍembers，itmaybeanurgent 

problemtochangethisviewpoint・

Ｊｕｓｔａｓｗｅｈａｖｅｏｕｒｏｗｎｌｉｆｅｓｐａｎ,itcan 

besaidthatanyoIganizationａｌｓｏｈａｓｉｔｓ 

ｏｗｎｌｉ化spanrelevanttoitsroleinsociety・

Ifanorganizationistoendureitmustsense 

thedecreaseofitsenergybputupanew 

talget,orIcgaintheoriginalstartingpointin 
ordertoovercomedifficultieｓｌｎｔｈｉｓ 

respecttheBLL，whichhasbeencarrying 
outtheBurakuLiberationMovementin 

earnestsincetheestablishmentofthe 

NationalSuiheisha(NationalLeveler1s 

Association),isnowataturningpointasan 

organizationoflnassmovements・Theresult
oftheNationalConventionwillbewatched 

withconcern． 

（Ejwaczeα′加川〃ewsPaPe7
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TlieDegj""伽９ OsakaTaxiCompanystoppedhistaxiin 

frontoftheUmedaHankyuDepartment 
Storeandapassengergotout・Thedriver

noticingthattherearofhistaxiwasina 

pedestrians1crosSing，ａｓｋｅｄＭ正Ｋ､,adriver
oftheTaiheiTaxiCo・ｔｏｍｏｖｅｈｉｓｔａｘｉ

ｆＯｒｗａｒｄＭｒ.Ｋ・movedhiscaraccordingly

buta化wminuteslaterheｇｏｔｏｕｔｏｆｈｉｓｃａｒ
ａｎｄｓａｉｄｔｏｔｈｅｄｒｉｖeroftheShin-Osaka 

TtlxiCo.,'１ＷｈｙdoIhavetodoanythingyou 

request？ＹＯｕａｒｅＥＴＴＡ，arenItyou？ETTA 

shouldnottalkbig11TheShin-Osakadriver 
cameuptoM正Ｋａｎｄｓａｉｄ，ｉＩＷｈａｔｄｏｙｏｕ
ｍｅａｎ?ＩｉＭｒ､Ｋｔｈｅｎｗｅｎｔｂａｃｋｔｏｈｉｓｃａｍ 

Earlythisyearladiscriminatorycase 

involvingataxidrivercametolight、Ｔｈｅ

ｔａｘｉｄｒｉｖｅｒｗａｓａｎｅｍｐｌｏｙｅｅｏｆｔｈeTaihei 
TaxiCompanyinOsaka・Anothertaxi

driveroftheShin-OsakaTaxiCompany 
pointedoutthediscriminatorywords、The

casebeganwithanaltercationhappened 
betweenthetwodrivers． 

o"伽e〃肋eｃａＭ

InJanuaryl994ataxidriveroftheShin‐ 
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communityandlhavemanyfriendsfrom 
theBulakucommunityl化elsorryfor
themAfterthisincidenｔＩ１ｃａｄｂｏｏｋｓａｂｏｕｔ 

ＤｏｗａａndllCalizedthatmywoldsarevery 
important､IamverysorryliHeapologized・
MnKisfromMiyazakiPre化ctulcandhe
cametoOsaka410yearsago.Ｕntilthenhe 
hadnoknowledgeabouttheBuraku 
problemHehasworkedfbrtheTaiheiTaxi 

CoibrhalfayeaⅢHehasworkedibrthe 
TaxiCo・twiceandhasneverreceiveda

lectureabouttheDowamatten 

Atthemeetingthefollowingfactscameto 
light、Inl98StheTaiheiTaxiCo

participatedintheEnterpreneursLiaison 
AssociationontheDowaproblemThe 
directorofthecompanyisaboardmembeL 
butin30yealMheyhavenevercarriedouta 

studycourseaboutＤｏｗａｉｎｔｈｅｃｏｍｐａｎｙ、
ＴｈｅＢＬＬＯｓａｋａＰｒｅ化cturalFederation

requestedMnKandtheTaiheiTaxiCo､ｔｏ 

ｓｕｂｍｉｔｔｈｅｉｒｒｅｖｉｅｗｂｙｗｒｉｔｉｎｇａ 
ｃonsciousness-raisingprogInamforＤｏｗａｆｏｒ 
ｕｓｅｉｎｔｈｅｆｕｔｕｒｅａｎｄalsorequestedthe 
OsakaTaxiAssociationandtheKinki 

TransportationBureautosubmittheir 

opinionaboutthisincident． 

rO■P5■■●■｡■■｡ 
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TheShin-Osakataxidriverwentcloｓｅｒｔｏ 

ＭＩ３Ｋｌｓｃａｒａｎｄｗｒｏｔｅｄｏｗｎthelicense 

numbe１％Seeingthis,Ｍ正Kreachedoutof

hiswindowtearingthepaperandtriedto 

escape・But,hewasforcedtostopatared
light・ＡｓａＩＣｓｕｌｔ,Ｍ正Ｋ､wasidentiliedand

subsequentlythroughtheShin-OsakaTaxi 

CotheBurakuLiberationLeague，Osaka 
PIcfbctumalFCderationreceivedtheclaim 

OnJanuaryl41994afact-finding 
meetingwasheldattheOsakaDowaArea 

GeneralWelfareCentelzParticipantswere 
M工Ｋ，theBLLOsakaPrefecture

Federatio､，theTaiheiTaxiCompany，the 
Shin-OsakaTaxiCo.，theOsakaT1axi 

Association，AdministrationMIzK 

admittedtoeverythingandapologized 
Atthefact-findmgmeetingMr．Ｋｓａｉｄ， 

i1BychattingwithotherdriversIcometo 

knowthattheShin-OsakaＴａｘｉＣｏｍｐａｎｙｉｓ 
ｌｄａｔｅｄｔｏＤＯＷＡＯｎｔｈｅdaythisincident 
happend,Iwasirlitatedbecauseofalackof 

passengers・Undersuchcilcumstanceslwas

orde1℃ｄｔｏｍｏｖｅｍｙｃａｒａｎｄｌｆｅｌｔｈｏｔ､After 
mydiscriminatorywords，Ｉｂｅｃａｍｅａｗａｒｅ 

ｏｆｍｙｉａｉｌｕｒｅａｎｄｔｒｉｅdtoescapebutthe 
signalchangedlｃｄａｎｄＩｃｏｕｌｄｎｏｔｅｓｃａｐｅ､ｉ１ 
Ｈｅａｌｓｏｓａｉｄ,ＭPIcviouslylwoIkedatastolC 
sellingchickensintheAramotoBuraku 

*TaiheiTaxiCompany 

Ｈｅａｄoffice:MoriguchiCity，Osaka 
Noofemployees:ｚ９０ 
Ｎｏｏｆｃａｒｓ：１２０ 

*Shin-OsakaTaxiCo． 

AsapartofjobguaranteesforBuraku 

peoplethetaxicowasestablishedl970 

throughtheassistanceofOsakaPrefCcture 

andOsakaCity 
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MemorialseIvicestoconsolethesouls 

ofBurakuminwithdiscriminatory 

posthumousBuddhistnameswerehｅｌｄｂｙ 

ｔｗｏｔｅｍｐｌｅｓｉｎＳａｇａＰＩＣ化ctulC，Kyushu・

Ｆｏｕｒａｎｄａｈａｌｆｙｅａｒｓｗｅｎｔｂｙｓｉｎｃｅｔｈe 

discoveryofthoseposthumousnames 

showingtheiroriginofdiscriminated 
Burakuminstatusincommunalcemetenes 

andtempledeathregisters・Althoughthe

peopleconcernedurgedtheresponsible 

Buddhistsectstocorlcctthewrongdoing， 
noactionwastaken・TheseWiceswereheld，

deathlcgistersrewrittenandatowerof 

reposeistobeerectedThematterseemsto 

beostensiblysolvedStill，aquestion 

remainswｈｙｉｔｔｏｏｋｓｏｌｏｎｇａｓ４２/1years？ 

Ｗｈｙｓｕｃｈａｌｏｎｇｔｉｍｅｏｆｉｎａｃｔｉｏｎｆｒｏｍ 
pnests，peopleofreligiousworld，ofthe 
sectsinvolved？ 

Solemnsutrachantingbypriestscladin 

gorgeousclericalrobesechosinthetemplc 

Anoldlady,probablyadescendantofthe 
deceased，caressesatombstonewitha 

degradinｇｎａｍecaIvedonit,mumuringin 

anundertone,Withmanyconcemedpeople 

watching，theoldregisterbookswith 

derogatorynamesaresealedoneafter 

anotherlbrgoodbythepIiests・
Memorialservicestodenouncesuch 

PosthumousnameswereobservedonMａｒｃｈ 

Ｚ９ａｎｄＡｐｒｉｌｌ２，withparticipationby 

peoplerepresentingeverylocalBuddhist 

sect，theirheadtemples，theBuraku 

LiberationLeague，theSagaprefectural 

Governmentandmanyconcernedlocal 

gIoups・

Theexistenceofthesediscriminatory 

nameswasmadefullypublicinMarch 

l993，whentheSurveyGroupforthe 

ActualitiesoftheBurakU,jointlyfomedby 

theSagapl℃化cturalFCderationoftheBLL

andtheJapanSocialDemocraticParty， 
amouncedanddisclosedthefactthaｔ２Ｚ 

ｎａｍｅｓｉｎｃｅｍｅｔｅｒｉｅｓａｎｄ８０ｎａｍｅｓａｍｏｎｇ 

deathregistersinthetempleswerelbundto 

havederogatorycharactersincludedin 
them・

Thesediscriminatoryposthumous 

nａｍｅｓｗｅｒｅｇｉｖｅｎｔｏｔｈｅｄｅｃｅａｓｅｄ 

Ｂｕｒａｌｍｍｉｎｉｎｔｈｅｐｅｒｉｏｄｂｅｔｗｅｅｎｌ７４０ａｎｄ 

aslateasl871,theearlyMeijieraThe 

charactersindicatingthedeceasedpersons 
tobeBurakumin,ｓｕｃｈａｓｉ１Ｋａｋｕ１１，meaning 

peopleengagedinhideandleather 

treatment-AtypicalBurakuoccupation-
or，ｉ１Ｂｏｋｕ１１，meaningslave，hadbeen 
includedinthesenames､IntheearlyMeiji 

eIa,someoftheinvolvediamilieschanged 

sectandweremovedtoothertemple 

reglstem 

Theveryfirstdiscoveryofthese 

discriminatorynamesactuallywasin 
Septemberl989・ＴｈｅＢＬＬａｎｄｏｔｈｅｒ

ｃｏｎcernedpartieshaduIgedallBuddhist 

sectsinvolvedtoI1findasolutionvoluntarily 

amongthemselveｓａｓｔｈｅｓｏｌｅｍａｔｔｅｒｌｉｅｓｉｎ 

ｄｉｓｃｒｉｍｉ、ａｔｏｒｙｐｏｓｔｕｒｅｓａｍｏｎｇｙｏｕ

ｒｅｌｉｇｉｏｕｓpeople'１．Discussionswereheld 
withthePrefectureofSagaandotherlocal 
autonomiesNevertheless，theBuddhists 

５ 
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hadshownnoremedies，andledtothe 

disclosulCofayearago 

TheexplanatiOngivenbytheBuddhist 

sectsfOrtakingmorethanfouryearsto 

correctthiswrongisasibllows； 
Somefamiliesconvertedtoothersects 

intheearlyMeijiera､Thesectswhich 
leceivedtheselamiliesdidnotconsentto 

disclosethenamesofthesefamilies・

Withouttheirpresencememorialsare 

meaningless・Ｓｏｔｈｅｔｅｍｐｌｅｏｆｔｈｉｓｓｅｃｔ
ｒｅｆｕｓｅｄｔｏｓｉｔｄｏｗｎｔｏｔａｌｋａｂｏｕｔｈｏｗｔｏ 

ｏｂｓｅｒｖｅthememorialsAlSo，theBurakus 

involvedinthismatterａｒｅ、otformally

designatedareasbylaw，etc.，etc、Adirect
confrontationwiththemattｅｒｗａｓｎot 

possible 

Theheadauthorityofthesectstowhich 
themamiliesconvertedstates；i1Itisnotvery 

clearwhoactuallytakescareofthe 

cemeteIyAlso,theBurakuinvolvedisnot 

fomallydesignatedareaandsomostofthe 
familieshesitatetodisclosetheiridcntities 

asBurakuminWekeptdiscussingwiththe 
templesconcernedinoursect､Weneverleft 

thematterignored11 

Thewholesituationstartedtochangein 
Junel99awhenabout90Buddhistclearics 

inSagaandFukuokaorganizedagroup 
calledthe11AssociationtoReconsider 

DiscriminatoryTombsandPosthumous 

Names､ｉ１Ｔｈｉｓｉｓａｇｒｏｕｐｏｆｌｅｌｉｇｉｏuspeople 

acrosseverysectwhovoluntarilyactto 

copewiththematterasafundamental 

problemconfrontingreligions，andthey 

calledforthetwoinvolvedsectstojointhe 
Associationfordiscussion 

Onesectwhichoriginallygave 

degradednamesconsentedtorencwthe 

register,observememorialsandholdstudy 

meetingsofhumanrightｓｉｎｔｈｅｉｒｓｅｃｔ､The 
othersect,theonethefamilicsconvertedto， 

decidedtoholdamemorialoftheirｏｗｎ， 

refusnganycontactwiththeBLLandthe 

AssociationLastautumn,theytookthe21 

tombsintotheirtempleforsomeunknown 
reasonAfterthｅｍｅｍｏｒｉａｌｓｔｈｅｆｏｒｍｅｒｓｅｃｔ 

ｍａｄｅｉｔClearitwouldholdhumanrights 

studymeetingsandcontinuetodoso 

hereafteⅢHowever,theothersectsaysithas 

doneallithasｔｏｄｏｉｎＳａｇａ． 

’'ManyBuddhistsgctsregardthematter 
ofthesediscriminatorynamesａｓｔｈｉｎｇｓｏｆ 

ｔｈｅｐａｓｔｏｒａｓｓｏｍｅｔｈｉｎｇhappeninginother 
sectsandnottheｉｒｏｗｎＢｕｔｔｈｅｑｕｅｓｔｉｏｎｉｓ 

ｈｅｒｅａｎｄｎｏｗａｓｌｏｎｇａｓｔｈｅｒｅａｒｅｓｕｃｈｆａｃｔｓ 

ａｎｄｔheyarenotgivensolutionsHoldinｇａ 

ｍｅｍｏｒｉａｌｆｏｒｔｈｅｍｉｓｎｏｔｔｈｅｇｏａＬＩｋｅｅｐ 

tellingmyselfthisiswherethingsstart,I1 

saysthePriestNobuyukiKusanoｉｎ 
Ｋｕｒｕｍｅ，Fukuoka，amemberofthe 

Association 

ThepriestJunjoHinoofYUiUin,Oita 

Ptef.，theRepresentativeoftheAssociation 

says；Ｉ１Ｂｅａｗａｒｅａｆｒｅｓｈｏｆｔｈｅｄｕｔｙof 

religionMakingexcuｓｅｓｂｙｒｅ化rringtoun-
designatedareasorthedifIicultiesof 

namingfamiliesforinactioniswrong 

Doesn1teverysectpreachtheequalityof 

humanbeings？Ｗｈｙｃｏｕｌｄｎ１ｔｓｏｍｅ 
Ｂｕｄｄｈｉｓｔｃｌｅｒｉｃsholdthememorials 

particularlymeantforthisproblemasthe 
sacredbookstellus？ 

ＴｈｅｄｏｕｂｔｉｎｔｈｅｍｉｎｄｏｆｔｈｅＰriest 

Hinodidn1tgoaway，whenheattendedboth 
memorialsofthesetwosects1iMemorials 

weresolemnandobservedveryformally 

folｌｏｗｉｎｇｔｈｅｔｒａｄｉｔｉｏｎＴｈｅｍｏｒｅ 

ｍａｇｎｉficentthememorialswereobserved， 

ｔｈｅｇｒｅａｔｅｒｔｈｅｇａｐｗｉｔｈｔｈｅｆａｃｔｔｈａtthey 

tooMourandahalfyearsjusttocomcherc 

Thisis,ｉｎfact,scaIyfbrme,ｉＩｈｅｓａｙｓ． 

６ 
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